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The police only interfere with divination when
clients have been given foolish advice.
"For instance, if a sick man is given advice
which has a bad effect on him we feel we ought
to punish the fortune teller. And we don't allow
people to sell good luck. Sometimes too, fortune
telling makes people start family quarrels, or it may
cause a man to spend foolishly. We are very
much opposed to prophets who tell their clients
to rebuild their houses, erect fences and cause
other foolish spending. But usually there is very
little trouble. The fortune teller makes his living,
the people feel relieved of their worries and every-
body is happy/' concluded the policeman.
By and large the greatest numbers of fortune
tellers use the old Chinese divining rod system.
At the edge of almost any macki fair one may see
their gay booths with moons and stars decorating
the walls. Inside, the diviners, some of them
dressed in strange costumes, wait like spiders
tempting in flies on the web of the future. Others
indifferently thumb the greasy books which con-
tain all the portents of the hereafter. The fortune
teller does some quick manoeuvring with a bunch
of bamboo sticks and then arranges a set-of pecu-
liar blocks according to the numbers obtained
from the sticks. The book is read on the basis of